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Naturali Periclitati 
 
 
 
Naturali Periclitati (loosely translated as “endangered natures”) is named with the convention of 
using Latin for titling things in the natural world. In composing a work for Marthanne Dorminy-
Gardner (a rare bird herself), my conceptual basis is not only what is being lost in nature through 
the effects of human civilization, but what is being lost in the human/nature interface, in the 
Gaian web, and in our “human nature”. Because amidst all of the increasing dangers to the earth 
and its living creatures, so too are there endangered elements of human culture, including 
historical knowledge and humanist traditions. What can we preserve of this, also born of the 
earth? What non-quantifiable resources have we forged that might sustain the best of our 
“immaterial” flowering? 
  
Naturali Periclitati is in three movements. The first movement (marked “Slow, organic, and 
inexorable”), opens with the spelling of one of the most ancient and rarely-used modes (the 
Locrian), and explores the furthest and most remote terrains of the piano in constructions and 
deconstructions of the mode. The second movement (“Lyric spiral”), flowing at a moderately fast 
tempo, expands and contracts the musical material in both horizontal and vertical planes. Cycling 
through a series of prime-number meters in imitation of various patterns of nature, intervallic 
relationships and phrase lengths bloom and fade in varying patterns. The final movement (“In a 
landscape”), is a series of exhortations and urgings, modulating and adapting a limited resource-
pool of material – a reflection on the perilously changing modalities of the present day. 
 
 
 

– John Kennedy 
July, 2007 
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